
   
 

‘Migration law at the intersection of international, EU and domestic law: institutional 
structures and the protection of human rights’ 

 
Research Workshop, School of Law, University of Glasgow, room 207 and online 

20 June 2025* 
 
10:30  Introduction (Adriana Di Stefano and Anne Thies) 
 
10:40-12:00 Rights  

• "The New EU Pact on Migration & Asylum and the Eclipsing Relevance of 
International (Human Rights) Law: the EU Migration Acquis Losing its Soul?" 
(Tamás Molnár - online) 

• “Migrants under the European Social Charter: A Tale of Two (and more) Stories” 
(Lorenza Mola) 

• “The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum: Falling Short on Children’s Rights?” 
(Alison Bisset - online) 

• “The CJEU and EU Citizenship: Malta’s Golden Passport” (Maria Fletcher) 
 

12:00-13:30 Lunch 
 
13:30-14:50  Players and powers  

• “Reconfiguring Migration Governance: The EU's External Engagement in Informal 
Coalition Dynamics” (Chloé Brière) 

• “Bilateral migration agreements and the EU: a historical perspective” (Saïda El 
Boudouhi) 

• “Migration and the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy” (Isabelle Bosse-
Platière)  

• “Constitutional conundrums of regulating trade and migration in EU 
international practice” (Henri de Waele - online) 
 

14:50-15:10 Coffee break 
 
15:10-16:30 Procedures and interpretation 

• “Robo Swarms and Polygraphs: The Future of European Border Management 
and its Human Costs” (Melanie Fink - online) 

• “Monitoring the screening of irregular migrants at the EU external borders. EU 
law meets (and clashes with?) international human rights law” (Isobel Renzulli – 
online) 

• “The Zero-Sum Game of Labour Exploitation: Migration and Precarious Work” 
(Sonia Morano-Foadi – online) 

• “Gender sensitive interpretation when dealing with asylum claims: the EU’s role 
and obligations in ensuring compliance with Article 60 of the Istanbul 
Convention” (Anne Thies and Adriana Di Stefano) 
 

16:30-16:45 Conclusion  
 

* The Research Workshop is co-sponsored by the international and EU Law Research Hub, Centro Studi e Ricerche 'Coesione e 

Diritto', University of Catania, Law Department.  
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Speakers 
 
Dr Alison Bisset is Associate Professor in International Human Rights Law at the University of 
Reading, UK. Her scholarship has examined issues relating to transitional justice, international 
children’s rights and international judicial cooperation in the prosecution of international crimes. 
She has published widely in leading international law journals and has acted as advisor to 
government departments, intergovernmental organisations, national armed forces, and civil society 
bodies. She is the author of Truth Commissions and Criminal Courts (Cambridge University Press, 
2012, paperback 2014), and editor (2014-) of Blackstone's International Human Rights Documents, 
published by OUP. 
 
Prof Isabelle Bosse-Platière is Professor of Public/European Law at the University of Rennes since 
2010. She is currently head of the doctoral programme in European Integration Law at the Institut de 
l’Ouest: Droit et Europe (IODE, UMR CNRS). Previously from 2019 to 2024, she was Director of the 
IODE and during the same period, member of the French National University Council (CNU). She 
specialises in European Union Law and her research focuses mainly on the EU External Relations 
Law. Her analyses focus mainly on the institutional dimension of EU external action and its judicial 
aspects and from a substantive point of view, on the legal aspects of the CFSP and the EU's 
development policy. She is co-responsible for the chronicle "Action extérieure de l'UE" published in 
the Revue trimestrielle de droit européen (RTD eur.) on a yearly basis. She has held a Jean Monnet 
Chair on EU and is a visiting professor at several foreign universities. She is currently in charge of a 
project funded by the French National Research Agency entitled “Promoting EU Values in a World in 
Crisis”.  
 
Prof Chloé Brière is a professor of EU law at the Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium. Since 2019, 
she has been holding the chair in European law, teaching, researching and supervising students in 
the Faculty of Law and Criminology. She is since September 2023 the Director of the Institute for 
European Studies (IEE-ULB). Her research interests include various aspects of European Union 
Law, such as EU Criminal Law, EU external relations law, and EU migration law. Her doctoral 
research focused on the European legal framework in relation to the fight against trafficking in 
persons and its promotion outside the EU’s borders, and was published as a monograph in 2021 
(The external dimension of the EU’s policy against trafficking in human beings, Hart Publishing). She 
is currently participating in a Horizon Europe project (Navigator) in which she researches the EU’s 
participation in global migration governance. 
 
Prof Henri de Waele is Professor of International and European Law at Radboud University 
Nijmegen, and currently also serves as Guest Professor of EU External Relations Law at the 
University of Antwerp. His primary research expertise lies within the domain of EU constitutional 
law, and concerns in particular the inter-institutional dynamics, the Union’s external relations, 
judicial appointments, implementation, direct effect, and EU citizenship. His interests equally 
extend to the history and foundations of public international law. Among his publications are the 
textbook Legal Dynamics of EU External Relations (3rd edition, 2023), the edited volume The 
European Union’s Emerging International Identity – Views from the Global Arena (with Jan-Jaap 
Kuipers, 2013), alongside numerous articles in leading journals, including the Common Market Law 
Review, European Law Review, European Law Journal, European Constitutional Law Review and the 
European Journal of International Law.   
 
Dr Adriana Di Stefano is Associate Professor of International and European Law at the University of 
Catania Law Department. Her areas of interest include international human rights law, migration 
and refugee law, critical approaches to international law, socio-legal critiques of EU law, gender 
issues and transnational legal standards, and legal spaces, territories and good neighbourliness in 
the Mediterranean area. She is Dean of the Class of Humanities and Social Sciences at the School 
of Advanced Studies (Scuola Superiore di Catania), co-founder of the Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Gender Studies (GENUS, Department of Humanities) and Rector’s delegate for Equal 
Opportunities. She also serves as Director of the “Cohesion and Law” Legal Clinic Programme 
dealing with human rights and access to justice of marginalised and vulnerable groups. Adriana is 
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an active member of the leading Italian scientific International/EU law associations (SIDIUE, 
AISDUE) and acted as Board member of the European Society of International Law (ESIL). She 
serves as UNHCR Expert in international protection and human rights. 
 
Prof Saïda El Boudouhi is Full Professor of Public International Law and European Law. She is the 
holder of a Jean Monnet Module on External Relations of the EU (EXTEREL). She co-directs the Paris 
8 Master's Programme in Public Law as well as the Centre de recherches juridiques de Paris 8.  
 
Dr Melanie Fink is Assistant Professor of European Law at Leiden University. Her research explores 
the intersection of digital public administration and EU law from an individual rights perspective. 
She is particularly interested in administrative justice in the automated state, accountability and 
access to justice, especially in EU border management, and the interplay between EU constitutional 
law and the regulation of digital technologies. With a three-year NWO-Veni grant (2025-2028), 
Melanie currently works on the role of explanation rights and ‘human-in-the-loop’ mechanisms to 
safeguard human dignity when public authorities deploy AI systems. Her scholarship can be 
accessed here.  
 
Prof Maria Fletcher is Professor of European Law, Co-Lead of the Women in Law Project and Co-
Director of Glasgow Open Justice (GO Justice) at the University of Glasgow, UK. Her research 
interests lie in the field of EU AFSJ law and more broadly, women and the law.  
 
Prof Sonia Morano-Foadi is Professor of Law at the School of Law and Social Sciences, Oxford 
Brookes University. Her research combines empirical findings with theoretical and doctrinal 
investigations on migration, citizenship, human rights, and governance within the EU. Her interests 
lie at the intersection of European citizenship, migration, and fundamental rights, with a particular 
focus on labour migration, forced migration, family migration, the rights of EU citizens and third-
country nationals, human rights, integration, human trafficking, and labour exploitation. 
She has an extensive publication record, including peer-reviewed journal articles, a monograph, 
two edited collections, chapters in books, book reviews, reports, and commentaries. Her research 
projects have been funded by the European Commission, the British Academy, the ESRC, and the 
European Science Foundation. She joined the EHRC’s Peer Review College in 2019 and has served 
as a reviewer for the ESRC, the European Science Foundation, the Estonian Research Council, the 
Research Foundation Flanders, the British Academy, and the Modern Slavery and Human Rights 
Policy and Evidence Centre (Modern Slavery PEC), led by the AHRC with support from the ESRC and 
the European Commission. 
 
Prof Lorenza Mola is Full Professor of International Law at the University of Turin, Department of 
Law, where she also acts as Vice-coordinator of the PhD in Law, the Individual and the Market, as 
scientific supervisor of a Marie Curie Fellow and PhD students and as PI of a project on green and 
grey transition. Lorenza holds a PhD in International Economic Law from “Bocconi” University 
(Milan) and a M.Sc. in European Studies (External Relations) from the Université Libre de Bruxelles. 
Her main research interests are in international economic law, international human rights law, and 
the law of EU external relations. 
 
Dr Tamás Molnár (1980) studied law in Budapest (ELTE – Master of Laws) and Brussels (ULB-IEE – 
LLM on EU law) and holds a PhD in public international law (ELTE, Budapest). He obtained his post-
doctoral teaching and research qualification called “habilitation” (Dr.habil) in public international 
law at ELTE, Budapest in February 2022. Since September 2016, he has been working as a legal 
research officer [project manager] on asylum, migration and borders at the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA) in Vienna. Before joining FRA, he worked for a decade in various 
ministries in Hungary in the fields of international and EU migration law and their domestic 
implementation (drafting legislation and negotiating treaties). He is also an affiliated researcher at 
the WU Vienna University of Economics and Business, Institute for Law and Governance; and a 
visiting lecturer on international (migration) law at the Department of International Relations at the 
Corvinus University of Budapest (where he held permanent positions between 2003 and 2018). He 
has completed a four-year postdoctoral research project titled “Exploring new types of interactions 
between EU law and international law, in particular in the field of expulsion of aliens” (financed 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/melanie-fink/publications#tab-4
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through a research scholarship awarded by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 2014- 2018). In 
the frame of his post-doc research, he was a visiting researcher (with scholarship) at the Max 
Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg (June – July 2016). 
As a result, he published a monograph titled The Interplay between the EU's Return Acquis and 
International Law (Edward Elgar Publishing 2021). His latest books are Interactions Between EU Law 
and International Law. Juxtaposed Perspectives (Edward Elgar Publishing 2024 – co-authored with 
Ramses A Wessel) and Rule of Law and Human Mobility in the Age of the Global Compacts (MDPI 
2023 – co-edited with Marion Panizzon and Daniela Vitiello). 
 
 
Dr Isobel Renzulli is Senior Lecturer at Brunel University London. Her research examines the role of 
international, regional and national human rights mechanisms in the domestic implementation of 
international human rights obligations with a focus on the prevention of torture and other forms of 
ill-treatment. 
 
Prof Anne Thies is Professor of International and European Law at the University of Glasgow, UK. 
Her research spans EU and international law, with a particular focus on EU external relations law, 
and including international trade law and international dispute settlement. Amongst her 
publications is a monograph, International Trade Disputes and EU Liability (CUP 2013), and co-
edited books on EU external relations law, including Armstrong, Scott and Thies (eds), EU External 
Relations and the Power of Law – Liber Amicorum in Honour of Marise Cremona (Hart 2024). She is 
co-founder and co-editor of the first academic journal on EU external relations law, Europe and the 
World – A Law Review (UCL Press, open access), which has been accepted into the Directory of 
Open Access Journals (DOAJ) index. 
 


